
Standards 

Common Core Reading Standards 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

analyze in detail its development over the 

course of the text, including how it emerges 

and is shaped and refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those 

with multiple or conflicting motivations) 

develop over the course of a text, interact with 

other characters, and advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 

the cumulative impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language 

evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a 

formal or informal tone). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5 

Analyze how an author's choices concerning 

how to structure a text, order events within it 

(e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., 

pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as 

mystery, tension, or surprise. 

Common Core Writing Standards 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.A 

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) 

from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 

organization that establishes clear relationships 

among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.B 

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, 

supplying evidence for each while pointing out the 

strengths and limitations of both in a manner that 

anticipates the audience's knowledge level and 

concerns. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.C 

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major 

sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 

between reasons and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.D 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 

tone while attending to the norms and conventions 

of the discipline in which they are writing. 

 

 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.E 

Common Core Speaking and Listening 

Standards 

CCS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a 

range of collaborative discussions (one-

on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly 

and persuasively. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2 

Integrate multiple sources of 

information presented in diverse media 

or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 

orally) evaluating the credibility and 

accuracy of each source. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.3 

Evaluate a speaker's point of view, 

reasoning, and use of evidence and 

rhetoric, identifying any fallacious 

reasoning or exaggerated or distorted 

evidence. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4 

Present information, findings, and 

supporting evidence clearly, concisely, 

and logically such that listeners can 

follow the line of reasoning and the 

organization, development, substance, 

and style are appropriate to purpose, 

audience, and task. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 

experience reflected in a work of literature 

from outside the United States, drawing on a 

wide reading of world literature. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.7 

Analyze the representation of a subject or a 

key scene in two different artistic mediums, 

including what is emphasized or absent in each 

treatment (e.g., Auden's "Musée des Beaux 

Arts" and Breughel's Landscape with the Fall 

of Icarus). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.9 

Analyze how an author draws on and 

transforms source material in a specific work 

(e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic 

from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author 

draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10 

By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend 

literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poems, at the high end of the grades 9-10 text 

complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze 

its development over the course of the text, 

Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective 

selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.A 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, 

concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include formatting 

(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B 

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and 

sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, or other information and 

examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge 

of the topic. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.C 

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the 

major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 

clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 

concepts. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.D 

Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 

 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.E 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 

tone while attending to the norms and conventions 

of the discipline in which they are writing. 

 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., 

textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to 

enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add 

interest. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.6 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts 

and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or 

appropriate. (See grades 9-10 Language 

standards 1 and 3 here for specific 

expectations.) 
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including how it emerges and is shaped and 

refined by specific details; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3 

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 

series of ideas or events, including the order in 

which the points are made, how they are 

introduced and developed, and the connections 

that are drawn between them. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze 

the cumulative impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language 

of a court opinion differs from that of a 

newspaper). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.5 

Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or 

claims are developed and refined by particular 

sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a 

text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 

Determine an author's point of view or purpose 

in a text and analyze how an author uses 

rhetoric to advance that point of view or 

purpose. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7 

Analyze various accounts of a subject told in 

different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in 

both print and multimedia), determining which 

details are emphasized in each account. 

 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.F 

Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or the significance of the topic). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 

well-chosen details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.A 

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a 

problem, situation, or observation, establishing one 

or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 

progression of experiences or events. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.B 

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, 

description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to 

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.C 

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so 

that they build on one another to create a coherent 

whole. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.D 

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and 

sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the 

experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.E 

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects 

on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over 

the course of the narrative. 

Production and Distribution of Writing: 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.8 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient; identify false statements and 

fallacious reasoning. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.9 

Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical 

and literary significance  (e.g., Washington's 

Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, 

Roosevelt's Four Freedoms speech, King's 

"Letter from Birmingham Jail"), including how 

they address related themes and concepts. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.10 

By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend 

literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 

9-10 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-

specific expectations for writing types are defined 

in standards 1-3 above.) 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 

new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

(Editing for conventions should demonstrate 

command of Language standards 1-3 up to and 

including grades 9-10 here.) 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, 

publish, and update individual or shared writing 

products, taking advantage of technology's capacity 

to link to other information and to display 

information flexibly and dynamically. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 

broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 

multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness 

of each source in answering the research question; 

integrate information into the text selectively to 
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maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 

following a standard format for citation. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 

to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9.A 

Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature 

(e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and 

transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., 

how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid 

or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play 

by Shakespeare]"). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9.B 

Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literary 

nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the 

argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient; identify false statements 

and fallacious reasoning"). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 

of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Units 

 

 

 

 

Pacing Essential Questions Content Assured 

Experiences and 

Assessments 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Unit One: An 

Emerging Nation 

 

Weeks 2-4 

 

3 Weeks 

Who owns the land? 

 

What makes an 

explorer? 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as 

Rhetorical 

Analysis 

 

-CLOSE Reading 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary 

Instruction  

(i.e., FACADES) 
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Rhetorical Analysis 

and Central Idea in 

Informative Text 

Are people basically 

good? 

 

Who has the right to 

rule? 

inferences drawn from the 

text. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central idea of a 

text and analyze its 

development over the course 

of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and 

refined by specific details; 

provide an objective 

summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 
Determine an author's point 

of view or purpose in a text 

and analyze how an author 

uses rhetoric to advance that 

point of view or purpose. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.9-10.1 
Write arguments to support 

claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 
Initiate and participate 

effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 9-10 

topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others' ideas and 

expressing their own clearly 

and persuasively. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-

10.1 
Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard 

- Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

Academic 

Vocabulary) 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

structural analysis 

with affixes  

and roots) 

-Use of RACE 

and/or SURE 

Rubric  

with Students 

-Use of Text-

Dependent and  

Paired Questions 

-Identifying 

Similarities & 

Differences 

-Summarizing & 

Notetaking 

-Reinforcing Effort 

& providing 

recognition 

-Homework & 

practice 

-Nonlinguistic 

representations 

-Cooperative 

Learning Groups 

-Setting Objectives 

& Providing 

Feedback 

-Cues, questions, 

and advance 

organizers 

-Writing-to-Learn 

-Collaborative 

Group Work 



English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 

Anchor Texts: 

The Only Good Indians 

by Stephen Graham 

Jones 

 

Suggested Texts:  

“The Declaration of 

Independence” by 

Thomas Jefferson 

Coyote and the Buffalo 

by Mourning Dove 

The World on the 

Turtle's Back Iroquois 

Creation Myth 

From The Interesting 

Narrative of the Life of 

Olaudah Equiano by 

Olaudah Equiano 

From The General 

History of Virginia by 

John Smith 

The Searchers 1956 film 

-Classroom Talk 

-Scaffolding 

-Literacy Groups 

-Socratic and 

Paideia seminar 

-Student-Centered 

Learning 

-Project-Based 

Learning 

Units 

 

 

 

 

Pacing Essential Questions Content Assured 

Experiences and 

Assessments 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Unit Two: 

Celebrating the 

“Individual” 

 

Project Based 

Learning and 

Central Idea in 

Literature 

Weeks 5-7 

 

 3 Weeks 

Is the price of progress 

ever too high? 

 

Is it patriotic to protest 

one’s government? 

 

Does everyone have a 

dark side? 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and analyze in 

detail its development over 

the course of the text, 

including how it emerges and 

is shaped and refined by 

specific details; provide an 

Modern 

Romanticism 

Project 

Students will 

choose one of the 

ideals of American 

national character 

evident during the 

-CLOSE Reading 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary 

Instruction  

(i.e., FACADES) 

- Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  
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Where do people look 

for truth? 

 

What aspects of 

American culture 

resulted in the ideals of 

American Romanticism?  

 

objective summary of the 

text. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the 

text. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.9-10.2 
Integrate multiple sources of 

information presented in 

diverse media or formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 

orally) evaluating the 

credibility and accuracy of 

each source. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-

10.2 
Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard 

English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. 

 

Anchor Texts: 

Kindred by Octavia 

Butler 

 

Suggested Texts:  

“The Fall of the House 

of Usher” by Edgar 

Allan Poe 

“The Devil and Tom 

Walker” by Washington 

Irving 

“Thanatopsis” by 

William Cullen Bryant 

Romantic period 

and create a project 

that shows a 

modern 

interpretation of 

that ideal (ex. 

presentation on a 

lesser known 

American atrocity 

that occurred 

during the first half 

of the 19th century 

as representing the 

romantic ideal of 

the fascination with 

America’s past)  

Academic 

Vocabulary) 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

structural analysis 

with affixes  

and roots) 

-Use of RACE 

and/or SURE 

Rubric  

with Students 

-Use of Text-

Dependent and  

Paired Questions 

-Identifying 

Similarities & 

Differences 

-Summarizing & 

Notetaking 

-Reinforcing Effort 

& providing 

recognition 

-Homework & 

practice 

-Nonlinguistic 

representations 

-Cooperative 

Learning Groups 

-Setting Objectives 

& Providing 

Feedback 

-Cues, questions, 

and advance 

organizers 

-Writing-to-Learn 

-Collaborative 

Group Work 

-Classroom Talk 

-Scaffolding 
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“The Tide Rises, the 

Tide Falls” by Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow 

“The First Snowfall” by 

James Russell Lowell 

Excerpt from “Self-

Reliance” by Ralph 

Waldo Emerson 

Excerpt from Walden’ 

by Henry David 

Thoreau 

“The Minister’s Black 

Veil” by Nathaniel 

Hawthorne 

Bride of Frankenstein 

1933 film 

-Literacy Groups 

-Socratic and 

Paideia seminar 

-Student-Centered 

Learning 

-Project-Based 

Learning 

Units 

 

 

 

 

Pacing Essential Questions Content Assured 

Experiences and 

Assessments 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Unit Three: An Age 

of Transition and 

Slaughter 

 

Argument Essay, 

Character Analysis, 

and Idea 

Connections in 

Informative Texts 

Weeks 8-10 

 

 3 Weeks 

What divides a nation? 

 

Is anything worth dying 

for? 

 

Why do people break 

rules? 

 

Is it important to face 

reality? 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex 

characters (e.g., those with 

multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over the 

course of a text, interact with 

other characters, and advance 

the plot or develop the theme. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.3 
Analyze how the author 

unfolds an analysis or series 

of ideas or events, including 

the order in which the points 

are made, how they are 

introduced and developed, 

and the connections that are 

drawn between them. 

Argument Essay 

 

-CLOSE Reading 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary 

Instruction  

(i.e., FACADES) 

- Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

Academic 

Vocabulary) 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

structural analysis 

with affixes  

and roots) 

-Use of RACE 

and/or SURE 

Rubric  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44651/the-tide-rises-the-tide-falls
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44651/the-tide-rises-the-tide-falls
https://poets.org/poem/first-snowfall
https://math.dartmouth.edu/~doyle/docs/self/self.pdf
https://math.dartmouth.edu/~doyle/docs/self/self.pdf
https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/Walden-by-Henry-David-Thoreau.pdf
http://onlinecampus.fcps.edu/media2/English/FCPS_Current_Courses/English_11/English_11_Unit_1_Short_Stories/referdocs/ministers_black_veil_hawthorne.pdf
http://onlinecampus.fcps.edu/media2/English/FCPS_Current_Courses/English_11/English_11_Unit_1_Short_Stories/referdocs/ministers_black_veil_hawthorne.pdf


CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.9-10.1 
Write arguments to support 

claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.9-10.3 
Write narratives to develop 

real or imagined experiences 

or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.9-10.3 
Evaluate a speaker's point of 

view, reasoning, and use of 

evidence and rhetoric, 

identifying any fallacious 

reasoning or exaggerated or 

distorted evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-

10.3 
Apply knowledge of 

language to understand how 

language functions in 

different contexts, to make 

effective choices for meaning 

or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or 

listening. 
Anchor Texts: 

Of Women and Salt by 

Gabriela Garcia 

 

Suggested Texts:  

“I Hear America 

Singing” by Walt 

Whitman 

with Students 

-Use of Text-

Dependent and  

Paired Questions 

-Identifying 

Similarities & 

Differences 

-Summarizing & 

Notetaking 

-Reinforcing Effort 

& providing 

recognition 

-Homework & 

practice 

-Nonlinguistic 

representations 

-Cooperative 

Learning Groups 

-Setting Objectives 

& Providing 

Feedback 

-Cues, questions, 

and advance 

organizers 

-Writing-to-Learn 

-Collaborative 

Group Work 

-Classroom Talk 

-Scaffolding 

-Literacy Groups 

-Socratic and 

Paideia seminar 

-Student-Centered 

Learning 

-Project-Based 

Learning 

https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/3532/I%20Hear%20America%20Singing.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/3532/I%20Hear%20America%20Singing.pdf


“Because I could not 

stop for death” by Emily 

Dickinson 

Excerpt from Narrative 

of the Life of Frederick 

Douglas by Frederick 

Douglas 

Excerpt from Incidents 

in the Life of a Slave 

Girl by Harriet Jacobs 

“The Gettysburg 

Address” by Abraham 

Lincoln 

“An Occurrence at Owl 

Creek Bridge” by 

Ambrose Bierce 

Excerpt from “Song of 

Myself” by Walt 

Whitman 

“I Heard a Fly buzz --- 

when I died” by Emily 

Dickinson 

The Postman Always 

Rings Twice 1946 Film 

Units 

 

 

 

 

Pacing Essential Questions Content Assured 

Experiences and 

Assessments 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Unit 4: Capturing 

and Conquering the 

American 

Landscape 

 

Project Based 

Learning, Diction 

and Figurative 

Language, and 

Weeks 11-13 

 

3 Weeks 

What makes a place 

unique? 

 

Does the universe Care? 

 

How are women’s roles 

changing? 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the 

cumulative impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the language 

evokes a sense of time and 

Critical Lens 

Presentation 

Students will 

present an 

interpretation of an 

American work 

from this time 

period using one of 

-CLOSE Reading 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary 

Instruction  

(i.e., FACADES) 

- Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

Academic 

Vocabulary) 

https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/eng190/files/2012/08/dickinson.poems_.20111.pdf
https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/eng190/files/2012/08/dickinson.poems_.20111.pdf
https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/SAYLOR-ENGL405-7.2-DOUGLASS.pdf
https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/SAYLOR-ENGL405-7.2-DOUGLASS.pdf
https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/SAYLOR-ENGL405-7.2-DOUGLASS.pdf
https://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/1510/1546451/pdfs/incidents.pdf
https://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/1510/1546451/pdfs/incidents.pdf
https://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/1510/1546451/pdfs/incidents.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/18162/documents/2020/3/Lincolns%20Gettysburg%20Address.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/18162/documents/2020/3/Lincolns%20Gettysburg%20Address.pdf
http://compositionawebb.pbworks.com/f/owl.pdf
http://compositionawebb.pbworks.com/f/owl.pdf
https://www.waltwhitman.com/song-of-myself.pdf
https://www.waltwhitman.com/song-of-myself.pdf
https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/SAYLOR-ENGL405-2.4-FLYBUZZ.pdf
https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/SAYLOR-ENGL405-2.4-FLYBUZZ.pdf


Parts’ 

Contributions to 

Informative Texts 

Why are there “haves” 

and “have nots”? 

place; how it sets a formal or 

informal tone 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.9-10.5 
Analyze how an author's 

choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events 

within it (e.g., parallel plots), 

and manipulate time (e.g., 

pacing, flashbacks) create 

such effects as mystery, 

tension, or surprise. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze 

the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on 

meaning and tone (e.g., how 

the language of a court 

opinion differs from that of a 

newspaper). 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.5 
Analyze in detail how an 

author's ideas or claims are 

developed and refined by 

particular sentences, 

paragraphs, or larger portions 

of a text (e.g., a section or 

chapter). 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.9-10.4 
Present information, findings, 

and supporting evidence 

clearly, concisely, and 

logically such that listeners 

can follow the line of 

reasoning and the 

organization, development, 

the following 

critical lenses: 

-Critical Race 

Theory 

-Feminist 

-Post Colonial 

-New Historicism 

and Marxist 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

structural analysis 

with affixes  

and roots) 

-Use of RACE 

and/or SURE 

Rubric  

with Students 

-Use of Text-

Dependent and  

Paired Questions 

-Identifying 

Similarities & 

Differences 

-Summarizing & 

Notetaking 

-Reinforcing Effort 

& providing 

recognition 

-Homework & 

practice 

-Nonlinguistic 

representations 

-Cooperative 

Learning Groups 

-Setting Objectives 

& Providing 

Feedback 

-Cues, questions, 

and advance 

organizers 

-Writing-to-Learn 

-Collaborative 

Group Work 

-Classroom Talk 

-Scaffolding 

-Literacy Groups 



substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, 

audience, and task. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-

10.4 
Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grades 9-10 

reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies. 
 

Anchor Texts: 

Lit. Circles: 

Longer works engaging 

with: 

Systemic Racism 

(House Behind the 

Cedars by Charles 

Chesnutt) 

Capitalism 

Nativism 

Imperialism 

 

Suggested Texts 

Excerpt from Life on the 

Mississippi by Mark 

Twain 

Excerpt from The 

Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn by 

Mark Twain 

“The Notorious Jumping 

Frog of Calaveras 

County” by Mark Twain 

“The Outcasts of Poker 

Flat” by Bret Harte 

“The Law of Life” by 

Jack London 

-Socratic and 

Paideia seminar 

-Student-Centered 

Learning 

-Project-Based 

Learning 

https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/Life-On-The-Mississippi-Complete.pdf
https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/Life-On-The-Mississippi-Complete.pdf
https://contentserver.adobe.com/store/books/HuckFinn.pdf
https://contentserver.adobe.com/store/books/HuckFinn.pdf
https://contentserver.adobe.com/store/books/HuckFinn.pdf
http://aiwatkins.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/9/9/29994683/notorious_jumping_frog_text.pdf
http://aiwatkins.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/9/9/29994683/notorious_jumping_frog_text.pdf
http://aiwatkins.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/9/9/29994683/notorious_jumping_frog_text.pdf
https://mrsmartineng.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/1/5/111538061/harte_bret_the_outcasts_of_poker_flat.pdf
https://mrsmartineng.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/1/5/111538061/harte_bret_the_outcasts_of_poker_flat.pdf
https://shortstoryamerica.com/pdf_classics/londonj_law_of_life.pdf


“The Yellow 

Wallpaper”  and “Why I 

Wrote the Yellow 

Wallpaper” by Charlotte 

Perkins Gilman 

“April Showers” by 

Edith Wharton 

“The Story of an Hour” 

by Kate Chopin 

Meet Me In St. Louis 

1944 film 

Units 

 

 

 

 

Pacing Essential Questions Content Assured 

Experiences and 

Assessments 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Unit 5: A Changing 

Awareness? 

 

Synthesis Writing, 

Narrative Writing, 

Adaptation, and 

Author’s Purpose in 

Informative Texts 

Weeks 14-16 

 

 3 Weeks 

What is modern? 

 

Can ideals survive 

catastrophe? 

 

How can people honor 

their heritage? 

 

What drives human 

behavior? 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.9-10.7 
Analyze the representation of 

a subject or a key scene in 

two different artistic 

mediums, including what is 

emphasized or absent in each 

treatment (e.g., Auden's 

"Musée des Beaux Arts" and 

Breughel's Landscape with 

the Fall of Icarus). 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 
Determine an author's point 

of view or purpose in a text 

and analyze how an author 

uses rhetoric to advance that 

point of view or purpose. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.7 
Analyze various accounts of 

a subject told in different 

mediums (e.g., a person's life 

story in both print and 

multimedia), determining 

Synthesis Essay: 

Students will write 

a synthesis research 

argument essay on 

a prompt they have 

chosen from a list 

 

Personal 

Narrative 

Students will write 

personal narrative 

about a significant  

event or 

relationship in their 

life. 

-CLOSE Reading 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary 

Instruction  

(i.e., FACADES) 

- Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

Academic 

Vocabulary) 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

structural analysis 

with affixes  

and roots) 

-Use of RACE 

and/or SURE 

Rubric  

with Students 

-Use of Text-

Dependent and  

Paired Questions 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/theliteratureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/theliteratureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/theliteratureofprescription/education/materials/WhyIWroteYellowWallPaper.pdf
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/theliteratureofprescription/education/materials/WhyIWroteYellowWallPaper.pdf
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/theliteratureofprescription/education/materials/WhyIWroteYellowWallPaper.pdf
https://americanliterature.com/author/edith-wharton/short-story/april-showers
https://my.hrw.com/support/hos/hostpdf/host_text_219.pdf


which details are emphasized 

in each account. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.9-10.1 
Write arguments to support 

claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.9-10.3 
Write narratives to develop 

real or imagined experiences 

or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.9-10.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of 

contexts and tasks, 

demonstrating command of 

formal English when 

indicated or appropriate. (See 

grades 9-10 Language 

standards 1 and 3 here for 

specific expectations.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-

10.5 
Demonstrate understanding 

of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

 

Anchor Texts: 

A longer work by an 

LGBTQ writer 

 

Suggested Texts: 

Langston Hughes: 

- “Harlem” 

-Identifying 

Similarities & 

Differences 

-Summarizing & 

Notetaking 

-Reinforcing Effort 

& providing 

recognition 

-Homework & 

practice 

-Nonlinguistic 

representations 

-Cooperative 

Learning Groups 

-Setting Objectives 

& Providing 

Feedback 

-Cues, questions, 

and advance 

organizers 

-Writing-to-Learn 

-Collaborative 

Group Work 

-Classroom Talk 

-Scaffolding 

-Literacy Groups 

-Socratic and 

Paideia seminar 

-Student-Centered 

Learning 

-Project-Based 

Learning 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/5/
https://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/harris/Eng101_Harlem.pdf


- “I, Too” 
- “The Negro 

Speaks of 

Rivers” 
“If We Must Die” by 

Claude McKay 

“My City” by James 

Weldon Johnson 

“How It Feels to Be 

Colored Me” by Zora 

Neale Hurston 

“Richard Cory” by 

Edwin Arlington 

Robinson 

“Chicago” by Carl 

Sandburg 

Robert Frost: 

- “Acquainted 

with the Night 
- “Out, Out --” 

- “The Death of 

the Hired Man” 
“In a Station of the 

Metro” by Ezra Pound 

“Spring and All” by 

William Carlos 

Williams 

“anyone lived in a pretty 

how town” by E.E. 

Cummings 

“Recuerdo” by Edna St. 

Vincent Millay 

“The Love Song of 

Alfred J. Prufrock” by 

T.S. Eliot 

https://chnm.gmu.edu/loudountah/resources_files/abk/hughes_sing-america.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/english/f1124y-001/resources/hughes_poems.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/english/f1124y-001/resources/hughes_poems.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/english/f1124y-001/resources/hughes_poems.pdf
https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/If-We-Must-Die_ENGL411_Unit-7.5.pdf
https://www.quia.com/files/quia/users/christinawade/Downloads/Juniors/The_Poetry_of_Johnson_McKay_Cullen_Toomer_and_Bontemps/RDG_My_City.pdf
https://www.wheelersburg.net/Downloads/Hurston.pdf
https://www.wheelersburg.net/Downloads/Hurston.pdf
http://mrsgarcia-english.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/3/2/12328317/richard_cory_with_questions.pdf
https://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/370876/WEBQUEST_Chicago_CarlSandburg.pdf
https://www.camillasenglishpage.org/wp-content/uploads/literature/poems/Acquainted-with-the-Night-Poem-and-Discussion-Questions.pdf
https://www.camillasenglishpage.org/wp-content/uploads/literature/poems/Acquainted-with-the-Night-Poem-and-Discussion-Questions.pdf
http://web1.nbed.nb.ca/sites/ASD-S/1820/J%20Johnston/poems/Frost%2c%20Robert%20--Out%2c%20Out.pdf
https://www.quia.com/files/quia/users/jwagnerbhs/juniors/IR-Death-Hired-Man.pdf
https://www.quia.com/files/quia/users/jwagnerbhs/juniors/IR-Death-Hired-Man.pdf
http://www.pinkmonkey.com/dl/library1/metro.pdf
http://www.pinkmonkey.com/dl/library1/metro.pdf
https://www.quia.com/files/quia/users/christinawade/Downloads/Juniors/The_Poetry_of_Pound_Cummings_Moore_Millay/RDG_Spring_and_All_AND_This_Is_Just_to_Say.pdf
https://poets.org/poem/anyone-lived-pretty-how-town
https://poets.org/poem/anyone-lived-pretty-how-town
https://www.quia.com/files/quia/users/christinawade/Downloads/Juniors/The_Poetry_of_Pound_Cummings_Moore_Millay/RDG_Recuerdo.pdf
https://www.kennedaleisd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=71&dataid=437&FileName=Prufrock.pdf
https://www.kennedaleisd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=71&dataid=437&FileName=Prufrock.pdf


“Winter Dreams” by F. 

Scott Fitzgerald 

“In Another Country” 

by Ernest Hemingway 

“A Worn Path” by 

Eudora Welty 

“A Rose for Emily” by 

William Faulkner 

“The Duty of Writers” 

by E.B. White 

Cabaret 1972 film 

Units 

 

 

 

 

Pacing Essential Questions Content Assured 

Experiences and 

Assessments 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Unit 6: “New” 

Perspectives 

 

Informative/ 

Research Writing, 

Adaptation, and 

Rhetorical Analysis 

Weeks 16-20 

 

4 Weeks 

Are we responsible for 

the whole world? 

 

Can America achieve 

equal rights? 

 

What makes an 

American? 

 

What is the American 

Dream? 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.9-10.9 
Analyze how an author draws 

on and transforms source 

material in a specific work 

(e.g., how Shakespeare treats 

a theme or topic from Ovid 

or the Bible or how a later 

author draws on a play by 

Shakespeare). 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.8 
Delineate and evaluate the 

argument and specific claims 

in a text, assessing whether 

the reasoning is valid and the 

evidence is relevant and 

sufficient; identify false 

statements and fallacious 

reasoning. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.9 
Analyze seminal U.S. 

documents of historical and 

Multimodal 

Composition: 

Students will 

complete research 

on a topic chosen 

from a list and 

complete an 

informative 

multimodal project 

to present their 

research 

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

and Analysis 

Benchmark 

(PSAT Practice 

Test) 

 

-CLOSE Reading 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary 

Instruction  

(i.e., FACADES) 

- Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

Academic 

Vocabulary) 

-Explicit 

Vocabulary (i.e.,  

structural analysis 

with affixes  

and roots) 

-Use of RACE 

and/or SURE 

Rubric  

with Students 

-Use of Text-

Dependent and  

Paired Questions 

https://public.wsu.edu/~campbelld/engl494/winterdreams.pdf
https://mt15000219.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/MT15000219/Centricity/Domain/97/In%20Another%20Country.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=am95Y2VoYXZzdGFkLmNvbXxjbGFzc2VzfGd4OjQ3NWM4N2UzZTY1NTlmODU
https://lifeisliterature.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/a_rose_for_emily.pdf
http://writeitright.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/49233240/duty%20of%20writers%20eb%20white.pdf


literary significance (e.g., 

Washington's Farewell 

Address, the Gettysburg 

Address, Roosevelt's Four 

Freedoms speech, King's 

"Letter from Birmingham 

Jail"), including how they 

address related themes and 

concepts. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.9-10.2 
Write 

informative/explanatory texts 

to examine and convey 

complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and 

accurately through the 

effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of 

content. 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 
Make strategic use of digital 

media (e.g., textual, 

graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in 

presentations to enhance 

understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and 

to add interest. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-

10.6 
Acquire and use accurately 

general academic and 

domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening at the college 

and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering 

-Identifying 

Similarities & 

Differences 

-Summarizing & 

Notetaking 

-Reinforcing Effort 

& providing 

recognition 

-Homework & 

practice 

-Nonlinguistic 

representations 

-Cooperative 

Learning Groups 

-Setting Objectives 

& Providing 

Feedback 

-Cues, questions, 

and advance 

organizers 

-Writing-to-Learn 

-Collaborative 

Group Work 

-Classroom Talk 

-Scaffolding 

-Literacy Groups 

-Socratic and 

Paideia seminar 

-Student-Centered 

Learning 

-Project-Based 

Learning 



a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression. 

 

Anchor Text: 

Infinite Country by 

Patricia Engel 

 

Suggested Texts: 

Excerpts from: 

- Our Town by 

Thorton Wilder 
- The Glass 

Menagerie by 

Tennessee 

Williams 
- Death of a 

Salesman by 

Arthur Miller 
- A Raisin in the 

Sun by Loraine 

Hansberry  
“Why Soldiers Won’t 

Talk” by John Steinbeck 

“Adam” by Kurt 

Vonnegut Jr. 

“Ambush” by Tim 

O’Brien 

Excerpt from “Stride 

Toward Freedom” by 

MLK 

Interview with Malcolm 

X 

Excerpt from Coming of 

Age in Mississippi by 

Anne Moody 

“Revolutionary Dreams” 

by Nikki Giovanni 

https://www.aasd.wednet.edu/cms/lib02/WA01001124/Centricity/Domain/74/Our_Town_full_text.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZXRoczIwMi5vcmd8aGFydGxleS0yLWVuZ2xpc2gtaHxneDozOGRkMTJjZGJjOWIzZDdm
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZXRoczIwMi5vcmd8aGFydGxleS0yLWVuZ2xpc2gtaHxneDozOGRkMTJjZGJjOWIzZDdm
http://www.wcusd15.org/kershaw/ENG%20302/DS%20Death%20of%20a%20Salesman%20Complete.pdf
http://www.wcusd15.org/kershaw/ENG%20302/DS%20Death%20of%20a%20Salesman%20Complete.pdf
http://southlakeschroll.weebly.com/uploads/2/0/0/9/2009452/raisin_in_the_sun_full_text_pdf.pdf
http://southlakeschroll.weebly.com/uploads/2/0/0/9/2009452/raisin_in_the_sun_full_text_pdf.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/10716/Steinbeck_%20Why%20Soldiers%20Wont%20Talk.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/10716/Steinbeck_%20Why%20Soldiers%20Wont%20Talk.pdf
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/228/AdambyKurtVonnegut.pdf?rev=1881
http://juliestanaway.weebly.com/uploads/9/6/3/1/963190/ambush_full_text.pdf
http://mrsjonessocialstudies.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/1/4/24141362/mlkvsmalcolmx.pdf
http://mrsjonessocialstudies.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/1/4/24141362/mlkvsmalcolmx.pdf
https://www.middletownhs.org/ourpages/auto/2013/1/31/47487662/NecessaryToProtectOurselvesMalcolmX.pdf
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